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The escalating tensions between India and Pakistan have received renewed attention of late. Since

their genesis in 1947, the nations of India and Pakistan have been locked in a seemingly endless

spiral of hostility over the disputed territory of Kashmir. Ganguly asserts that the two nations remain

mired in conflict due to inherent features of their nationalist agendas. Indian nationalist leadership

chose to hold on to this Muslim-majority state to prove that minorities could thrive in a plural, secular

polity. Pakistani nationalists argued with equal force that they could not part with Kashmir as part of

the homeland created for the Muslims of South Asia. Ganguly authoritatively analyzes why hostility

persists even after the dissipation of the pristine ideological visions of the two states and discusses

their dual path to overt acquisition of nuclear weapons, as well as the current prospects for war and

peace in the region.
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Ganguly provides a valuable service with this book, an accessible, easy to read historical account

and observation of India-Pakistan relations, in the context of their frequent wars and crises since

1947. Credit goes to Ganguly for making a no-nonsense call on the source of most of the

intransigence and crisis, Pakistan. The reasons are numerous and different depending on the crisis

at hand, and the discussions extensive (yet easy to follow), but Ganguly lays most of the blame for

the ongoing problems between India and Pakistan at Pakistan's feet, more specifically at the feet of

its arrogant, immature, and impetuous armed forces. India certainly is not without blame both for

creating and exacerbating tension with Pakistan, and Ganguly highlights this when required.This is



an excellent primer on India-Pakistan relations, tensions, and warfare since their mutual 1947

independence. Ganguly discusses (by chapter) the 1947 war of independence/Partition (The First

Kashmir War), the 1965 Second Kashmir War, the 1971Bangladesh War, and the Kargil Crisis/War

of 1999. He includes two very useful chapters on the seemingly unending relationship of crisis

between India and Pakistan and the recently public nuclear dimension of the relationship. This 2001

edition concludes shortly after 9/11/01 and its unfolding consequences, with some short personal

observations and minor assessment from Ganguly, but does not benefit from a detailed analytical

exploration of how the 9/11 attacks and their international political aftermath will affect the

India-Pakistan situation.The presentation of this extremely complex relationship is straightforward

and simple, at least as simple as it can be presented and still retain the key aspects of the history.
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